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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-8, 11-16 and 18-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Whitmire et al (hereinafter, "Whitmire", 6,167,403). 

As per claims 1 and 18, Whitmire discloses a method and program product for 
issuing custom traps for a network containing disparate network devices, the method 
comprising: 

• storing a custom trap in a network manager, wherein the custom trap includes a 
triggering condition for a selected device among the network devices (abstract, 
col. 2, lines 56-67, col. 3, lines 1-6, col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 19-67 and 
col. 28, lines 19-26); 

• monitoring the selected device to detect whether the triggering condition has 
been met (col. 21, lines 45-67 and col. 22, lines 25-50); and 
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• in response to detecting that the triggering condition has been met, automatically 
issuing the custom trap (abstract, col. 2, lines 56-67, col. 3, lines 1-6, col. 26, 
lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 19-67 and col. 28, lines 19-26). 

As per claim 11, Whitmire discloses a system for issuing custom traps for a network 
containing disparate network devices, the system comprising: 

• a network manager in communication with the network devices (abstract, col. 2, 
lines 56-67, col. 3, lines 1-6, col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 19-67 and col. 28, 
lines 19-26); 

• a trap list in the network manager (abstract, col. 2, lines 56-67, col. 3, lines 1-6, 
col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 19-67 and col. 28, lines 19-26); 

• a custom trap in the trap list, wherein the custom trap includes a triggering 
condition for a selected device among the network devices (abstract, col. 2, lines 
56-67, col. 3, lines 1-6, col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 19-67 and col. 28, lines 
19-26); and 

• control logic in the network manager that monitors the selected device to detect 
whether the triggering condition has been met and automatically issues the 
custom trap in response to detecting that the triggering condition has been met 
(abstract, col. 2, lines 56-67, col. 3, lines 1-6, col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 
19-67 and col. 28, lines 19-26). 

As per claims 2 and 19, Whitmire discloses: 

• wherein the operation of automatically issuing the custom trap comprises 
automatically issuing the custom trap from the network manager to an 
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administrative workstation (abstract, col. 2, lines 56-67, col. 3, lines 1-6, col. 26, 
lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 19-67 and col. 28, lines 19-26). 
As per claims 3 and 20, Whitmire discloses wherein: 

• the operation of storing the custom trap comprises storing the custom trap in a 
Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP) agent in the network manager 
(abstract, col. 3, lines 41-49, col. 6, lines 36-60 and col. 22, lines 35-45); and 

• the operation of automatically issuing the custom trap comprises automatically 
issuing the custom trap from the SNMP agent to an administrative workstation 
(abstract, col. 2, lines 56-67, col. 3, lines 1-6, col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 
19-67 and col. 28, lines 19-26). 

As per claim 4, Whitmire discloses wherein: 

• the selected device includes a device trap (abstract, col. 2, lines 56-67, col. 3, lines 
1-6, col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 19-67 and col. 28, lines 19-26); and 

• the operation of automatically issuing the custom trap comprises automatically 
issuing the custom trap from the network manager to an administrative 
workstation in lieu of forwarding the device trap (abstract, col. 2, lines 56-67, col. 
3, lines 1-6, col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 19-67 and col. 28, lines 19-26). 

As per claims 5, 13 and 21, Whitmire further discloses: 

• receiving user input defining the custom trap, wherein the user input specifies an 
attribute of the selected device and a value for the triggering condition (abstract, 
col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 19-67 and col. 28, lines 19-26). 

As per claims 6, 14 and 22, Whitmire further discloses: 
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• receiving user input defining multiple custom traps, wherein the user input 
specifies different alert levels for at least two of the multiple custom traps 
(abstract, col. 2, lines 56-67, col. 3, lines 1-6, col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 27, lines > 
19-67 and col. 28, lines 19-26). 

As per claims 7, 15 and 23, Whitmire discloses: 

• wherein the operation of storing a custom trap comprises storing a triggering 
condition that is based on attributes of two or more devices among the network 
devices (abstract, col. 2, lines 56-67, col. 3, lines 1-6, col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 27, 
lines 19-67 and col. 28, lines 19-26). 

As per claims 8 and 24, Whitmire discloses wherein the selected device comprises: 

• a first selected device and the custom trap comprises a first custom trap (abstract, 
col. 2, lines 56-67, col. 3, lines 1-6, col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 19-67 and 
col. 28, lines 19-26); 

the method further comprising: 

• storing a second custom trap for a second device (abstract, col. 2, lines 56-67, col. 
3, lines 1-6, col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 19-67 and col. 28, lines 19-26); 

• using a first network protocol to monitor the first selected device (col. 21, lines 
45-67 and col. 22, lines 25-50); and 

• using a second network protocol to monitor the second selected device (col. 21, 
lines 45-67 and col. 22, lines 25-50). 

As per claim 12, Whitmire discloses wherein the network contains: 
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• network contains an administrative workstation list (abstract, col. 2, lines 56-67, 
col. 3, lines 1-6, col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 19-67 and col. 28, lines 19- 
26); and 

wherein the network manager further comprises: 

• a Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP) agent (abstract, col. 3, lines 
41-49, col. 6, lines 36-60 and col. 22, lines 35-45); 

• the network manager stores the custom trap in the SNMP agent (abstract, col. 2, 
lines 56-67, col. 3, lines 1-6, col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 19-67 and col. 28, 
lines 19-26); and 

• the SNMP agent automatically issues the custom trap to the administrative 
workstation (abstract, col. 2, lines 56-67, col. 3, lines 1-6, col. 26, lines 19-45, 
col. 27, lines 19-67. and col. 28, lines 19-26). 

As per claim 16, Whitmire discloses wherein: 

• the selected device comprises a first selected device (abstract, col. 2, lines 56-67, 
col. 3, lines 1-6, col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 19-67 and col. 28, lines 19-26); 

• the custom trap comprises a first custom trap (abstract, col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 
27, lines 19-67 and col. 28, lines 19-26); 

• the trap list includes a second custom trap for a second device (abstract, col. 26, 
lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 19-67 and col. 28, lines 19-26); and 

the network manager further comprises: 

• a first management bean that uses a first network protocol to monitor the first 
selected device (col. 21, lines 45-67 and col. 22, lines 25-50); and 
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• a second management bean that uses a second network protocol to monitor the 
second selected device (col. 21, lines 45-67 and col. 22, lines 25-50). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims.9-10, 17 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Whitmire in view of Compliment et al (hereinafter, "Compliment", 6,360,260). 

As per claims 9, 17 and 25, Whitmire discloses the invention substantially as claims 
discussed above. 

However, Whitmire does not explicitly disclose: 

• accepting registrations from multiple network management stations; and 

• consulting the registrations to identify a recipient for the custom trap. 
Compliment discloses an apparatus and method which allows an SNMP managed 

device to register with a Network Management system including: 

• accepting registrations from multiple network management stations (abstract, 
col. 2, lines 54-67, col. 3, lines 1-25, lines 56-60, col. 5, lines 24-47, col. 8, lines 
30-56, col. 9, lines 49-67 and col. 10, lines 1-15); and 
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• consulting the registrations to identify a recipient for the custom trap (abstract, 
col. 2, lines 54-67, col. 3, lines 1-25, lines 56-60, col. 5, lines 24-47, col. 8, lines 
30-56, col. 9, lines 49-67 and col. 10, lines 1-15). 

Given the teaching of Whitmire, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Compliment's 
teachings of an apparatus and method which allow an SNMP managed device to register 
with a network management system with the teachings of Whitmire, for the purpose of 
enabling a managed device to send a special auto discovery frames to a network 
management station until the device is discovered allowing the device to monitor 
communications between itself and the management station and restarts the registration 
process if communication is lost or impaired [see Compliment, col. 3, lines 54-67]. Thus 
Whitmire provides the motivation to combine to by utilizing a network management 
system as well as improving a network management by enabling a system manager to 
select trap definitions and issuing traps according to parameter being monitored by the 
system manager [see Whitmire, col.2, lines 56-66 and col. 26, lines 24-33]. 

As per claim 10, Whitmire discloses wherein: 

• the multiple network management stations comprise first and second network 
management stations (col. 6, lines 36-50); 

the method further comprising: 

• storing a first set of custom traps in a first trap list and storing a second set of 
custom traps in a second trap list (abstract, col. 2, lines 56-67, col. 3, lines 1-6, 
col. 26, lines 19-45, col. 27, lines 19-67 and col. 28, lines 19-26); and 
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• associating the first network management station with the first trap list and 
associating the second network management station with the second trap list, 
such that the custom traps in the first set are issued to the first network 
management station and the custom traps in the second set are issued to the 
second network management station (abstract, col. 2, lines 56-67, col. 3, lines 1- 
6, col. 26, lines 19-45, col 27, lines 19-67 and col. 28, lines 19-26). 

However, Whitmire does not explicitly disclose: 

• accepting registrations from multiple network management stations 
Compliment discloses an apparatus and method which allows an SNMP managed 

device to register with a Network Management system including: 

• accepting registrations from multiple network management stations (abstract, 
col. 2, lines 54-67, col. 3, lines 1-25, lines 56-60, col. 5, lines 24-47, col. 8, lines 
30-56, col. 9, lines 49-67 and col. 10, lines 1-15). 

Given the teaching of Whitmire, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Compliment's 
teachings of an apparatus and method which allow an SNMP managed device to register 
with a network management system with the teachings of Whitmire, for the purpose of 
enabling a managed device to send a special auto discovery frames to a network 
management station until the device is discovered allowing the device to monitor 
communications between itself and the management station and restarts the registration 
process if communication is lost or impaired [see Compliment, col. 3, lines 54-67]. Thus 
Whitmire provides the motivation to combine to by utilizing a network management 
system as well as improving a network management by enabling a system manager to 



Application/Control Number: 10/002,693 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2157 

select trap definitions and issuing traps according to parameter being monitored by the 
system manager [see Whitmire, col.2, lines 56-66 and col. 26, lines 24-33]. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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5,758,083 to Singh et al 
5,751,967 to Raabetal 
5,561,769 to Kumar 
5,822,534 to Yamunachari et al 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaShonda T Jacobs whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4004. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM.-5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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